THE    GREAT   TUDORS
proving that Hamlet was referring to Horatio in his character
as a student of Philosophy. I want to put this quite plainly.
If the " your " was intended to have a generic application,
it would have to be pronounced shortly, and if it were, it
would destroy the beat and rhythm of the line which would
stumble thus, " Than are dreamt of in y'r philosophy,9'
Whether his wife succeeded in keeping Richard's fortune
intact tp her end, history does not relate. There was
trouble about a lease a little later, and in a petition in regard
to it, we find allusion to " the great desert of Richard
Burbage for his quality of playing that his wife should not
starve in her old age," but that was very possibly merely a
picturesque way of making assurance doubly sure. It is an
odd circumstance, but explainable by the fact that legal
documents, however dull, are set out on good parchment,
that the lives of all Elizabethans, fully and conscientiously
undertaken, appear to be one long succession of quarrels
about leases, but I do not think it is necessary for me, or in
the least interesting to my readers, that I should set any of
them out.
The tributes to Burbage's acting were mostly paid after
his death, and some of them a considerable time after, but it
need not be suggested that they did not represent a very
general feeling. Indeed, that any poets should make such
tributes after a lapse of time surely suggests the strength of a
well-founded tradition. The tributes also need not be held
to be less sincere because they were frequently written in very
indifferent verse. It must, however, be stated in fairness
that the making of valedictory odes throughout the seven-
teenth century was a very favourite form of metrical
exercise, and cannot therefore be regarded as an unassailable
witness to sentiment, let alone truth. More than one
specimen would be wearisome to read, but this that follows
has its interest, not only in itself, but because it alludes to
Burbage's hobby of painting, in which he was followed by a
distinguished actor of our own day, Forbes Robertson. An
authentic picture by Burbage is to be seen in the Dulwich
Gallery. It is an amusing coincidence that Dr. Johnson
followed the same train of thought as the author of these lines
in using the word " eclipsed " in his fine epitaph on another
great actor, David Garrick,
" On the death of that Master in his Art and Quality,
painting and playing, R. Burbage."
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